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Sycamore Twp., Public Works Dept. 4 Horizons Group

The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s
Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) offers the Cincinnati
High Tunnel Initiative (CHTI) to those
interested in growing produce in the
greater Cincinnati area.

** The deadline for funding for 2023
projects is November 14. **

The CHTI allows growers to apply for financial and technical assistance for
high tunnel systems, commonly referred to as hoop houses. To learn more
about high tunnels or to apply for a high tunnel contact John Williams at
(513)-887-3720 or john.williams.2®@usda.gov.

Fall Storm Water Best Practices

It’s now officially fall and leaves are
falling! Did you know yard debris
including leaves are a significant
source of stormwater pollution? Piles
of leaves and grass clippings overload
a streams ability to process leaf
litter, causing nutrient pollution and
oxygen depletion. These conditions
make it difficult for critters to
survive in the stream! They can also
impact drainage and storm drains if
dumped in the wrong places.

There are several things homeowners can do to reduce the negative impact
of leaf litter to local creeks and streams:

1. Do not pile leaves near streams or drainage channels. Use designated
leaf collection bags for curbside leaf recycling.

2. Do not blow leaves or grass clippings off your property into streets,
streams, ponds, or drainage swales.

3. Recycle leaves and their nutrients on your lawn. Use a mulching
lawnmower to help breakdown the leaves and benefit from the natural
fertilizer.




4. Compost leaves. Select a location away from streams, ponds, and
drainage swales.

A rain barrel is a great way to use
rain water for watering your
gardens, while reducing the
stormwater impact on our local
streams. With freezing temps
coming and the growing season
coming to an end, it's time to take
a few easy steps to maintain your
rain barrel so you can use it again
next spring.

Here are 4 easy steps to winterize your rain barrel:

1. Drain all the water out of your rain barrel, leaving the spigot open.

2. Clean your barrel (using plant-safe cleaners, or just water) and let it
dry completely.

3. Detach the rain barrel from the downspout & winterize your downspout
by switching or covering the diverter. Also detach any hoses or
attachments, drain them, and store inside.

4. Store your barrel upside-down in a garage or shed. If you must store it
outside, make sure it is somewhere sheltered from wind and sun, and
elevated it off the ground.

Water from swimming pools and hot tubs often
contain high levels of chlorine. Discharging
chlorinated pool or hot tub water into streams (or
drainage ways, ponds, etc.) is harmful to fish and
other aquatic life.

Follow these ‘Best Handling Practices’ for water
discharged from swimming pools, hot tubs or
other chlorinated waters.

1. Do not discharge chlorinated water from your pool or hot tub into a
storm drain.
2. Chlorinated water from pools and hot tubs may be disposed of on the
ground or irrigated on your property under the following circumstances:
e Stop adding chlorine and allow it to dissipate.
e pH must be between 6.5-8.5.
e When water is ready, it may be discharged to an area where it
will no flow into a stream, drainageway, storm sewer, or
anywhere off your property.

For more information, or if you would like to report an improper pool and/or
hot tub discharge, check out this fact sheet or contact the Water Quality
Division at (513) 946-7966.



https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/fact-sheets/handling-pool-water/,

Upcoming Events

Stormwater Awareness Week is a regional effort that encourages
communities (and the groups that care about them) to raise stormwater
awareness via newsletters and social media posts, or with fun and
educational events.

To learn more about events, resources, and how you can participate, visit
the Ohio Stormwater Awareness Week website.

Friday, Oct. 21 - Saturday, Oct. 22

Hamilton County R3SOURCE is once again

hosting a household hazardous products drop-

off event. This year, they've expanded the HAMILTON COUNTY
event to two days, and are using a new

westside location - rain or shine. RBSO U R C E

. . . i . REDUCE. REUSE. RECYCLE.
Registration for this event is required and
space is limited. You must be a Hamilton County, Ohio resident. Businesses,

Churches, Schools, and non-profits are not eligible to participate.

Some acceptable items include batteries, pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers,
lead paint cleaners, used motor oil, and pool chemicals. For the entire list of
accepted materials and to register, visit their website.



https://www.ohiostormwaterweek.org/
https://www.hcdoes.org/429/Household-Hazardous-Products-Drop-off-Ev

October 3 - December 16, 2022

| All artists, including students and seasoned
professionals, are invited to apply to be a
part of the 11th annual Rain Barrel Art
Project, an initiative designed to educate the
community about water conservation and
pollution caused by stormwater runoff. The
Rain Barrel Art Project is a joint effort of
SavelLocalWaters and the Cincinnati Zoo &
Botanical Garden.

As part of this initiative, students and other
community members throughout the Ohio
River Valley are asked to submit artistic
designs to beautify otherwise dull rain
barrels that are then displayed at the
Cincinnati Zoo during the month of April and
auctioned off to raise funds for conservation education.

Artists who wish to learn more about the Rain Barrel Art Project and wish to
submit a design for consideration can visit SaveLocalWaters.org. All entries
and artwork must be submitted by Dec. 16, 2022.
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