
MCM6MCM6 Pollution Prevention/ 
Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations
PURPOSE: Develop and implement an Operation and Maintenance (O&M) program that includes a training component and 
has the ultimate goal of preventing or reducing pollutant runoff from municipal operations.

RESPONSIBLE PARTIES: Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH); Co-Permittees
Partner Agency Contacts: HCPH – Ryan Wuest – ryan.wuest@hamilton-co.org 

What is an Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) facility and why are they 
important?
MS4 facilities are service/maintenance garages, outposts, or other facilities from which a community operates its maintenance 
activities. These facilities are owned and operated by the District or its Co-Permittees and conduct regulated operations. Typical 
operations performed by these facilities may include:

	 Road maintenance
	 Salt application
	 Fleet/vehicle maintenance  

or storage

	 Fueling
	 Loading, transfer, or storage  

of materials
	 Waste management

	 Painting or coating
	 Cleaning or degreasing
	 Facility, park, or landscape 

maintenance

As part of their routine activities, these facilities utilize materials that could result in illicit discharges if improperly applied or 
stored. MCM6 focuses on minimizing pollutant discharges from these facilities by implementing good housekeeping and best 
practices in the field to prevent pollution at its source.

District and Co-Permittee Permit Compliance Activities:
Employee Training: HCPH provides annual training opportunities for staff covering potential pollutant sources associated 
with municipal operations, and a discussion of pollutant sources that may be observed while performing field activities. 
Facility staff are trained in best management practices for both on-site operations and field activities. 

Facility Operation and Maintenance Program: The District established its new Facility Storm Water Plan (FSWP) program 
in 2020 for all MS4 facilities. The District designed the FSWPs to be a single document, tailored to each Co-Permittee facility, 
that is updated as operations and practices evolve and change. The FSWP consists of digital forms, GIS maps, and assessment 
checklists that provide recommended management practices for all facility activities and operations. The FSWP serves as the 
stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) as required by Ohio EPA.

Materials Usage and Waste Disposal: All MS4 facilities should maintain records and 
documentation of the amount and proper disposal of wastes generated by municipal 
operations. It should perform all material usage (e.g., salt application, pesticide and 
herbicide usage, application calcium chloride, etc.) and waste disposal according to 
standard practices as defined in the FSWP. For each material usage the facility needs to 
follow routine procedures. 

Flood Management: The District and its Co-Permittees should evaluate any  
new flood management projects for impacts on water quality. They should 
also evaluate existing flood management projects, as able, to possibly 
incorporate additional water quality protection devices and/or practices. 

Operation and Maintenance Program for Field Operations: Maintenance 
departments should perform routine inspections of the storm infrastructure 
and look for illicit discharges during regular field activities. Staff should perform 
regular MS4 maintenance, such as addressing issues with pipes and manholes, 
cleaning catch basins, removing debris from bridges and culverts, etc. 

De-icing materials storage areas with bollard protection.

Street sweeping truck.


