
MCM1MCM1 Public Education and Outreach
PURPOSE: Develop and implement a public education program for distributing educational materials 
to the community and conducting equivalent outreach activities about the impacts of storm water 
discharges, including steps that the public can take to reduce pollutants in storm water runoff.

RESPONSIBLE PARTIES: Hamilton County Conservation District (HCCD); Co-Permittees
Partner Agency Contacts: HCCD – John Nelson – john.nelson@hamilton-co.org 

District and Co-Permittee Permit Compliance Activities:
Media-Based Outreach: The District and HCCD develop content and storm water messaging for multiple internet-based 
outreach mechanisms, including social media outlets, streaming services, digital advertising, electronic newsletters, digital 
educational materials, and websites. Internet-based content can reach all District Co-Permittees. Using mass media 
outlets, shared resources, and partnerships with other organizations, including your community, the District is able to raise 
awareness about water quality issues and encourage the public to change its behavior.  

Education and Outreach Events: The District, through HCCD, provides educational events and presentations—both in-person 
and virtual—to various audiences, including residents, developers, and businesses. The education and outreach events focus on 

themes of general storm water awareness, water 
quality, property management (e.g., materials 
storage, pet waste, leaf collection), storm water 
control installation, stream and watershed 
awareness, and development regulations. HCCD 
is now providing education and outreach events 
covering sustainable landscaping and urban 
agriculture. These events help educate residents 
about storm water and water quality issues 
and how particular issues can be remediated 
through proper sustainable landscaping and 
urban agriculture. HCCD can provide your 
community with additional information about 
possible education and outreach events to be 
hosted in your jurisdiction. Contact HCCD for 
more information.

The District and HCCD develop content for social media outlets,  
such as YouTube. This educational material is accessible to all  
Co-Permittee communities and District residents.

The Southwest Ohio & Northern Kentucky Storm Water Field Day is an annual event for 
developers and contractors across the District—including your community—to explore 
ways they can meet sediment and erosion control and storm water requirements to 
protect local waterways. In 2021, this day-long workshop included demonstrations (led 
by industry experts) as well as discussions about industry regulations and trends 
(presented by speakers from Ohio EPA). 

District partner, Save Local Waters, produces television and streaming 
advertising campaigns to highlight important topics related to storm water 
and water quality.



Kindergarten – College 
Education: The District’s long-
standing storm water kindergarten 
– college educational program was
developed following state curriculum
requirements. HCCD offers in-person
and virtual classroom education
opportunities to students from
all Co-Permittee school districts
(public or private schools), as well as
homeschooling groups. Educational
programming can also be presented
at local libraries and in non-school
settings for various youth and
scout groups. Contact HCCD for
kindergarten – college education
presentation opportunities.

Permit/District Requirements

Responsible Party

Permit/District Requirement Description Co-Permittee

Partner 
Agency(ies)/

District

Develop media based outreach Provide storm water outreach through internet-based platforms and 
websites, social media, broadcast media, and print media  

Plan and implement events for 
residential and business audiences

Plan and implement storm water events and distribute educational 
materials at events organized by others to foster storm water awareness  

Plan and implement events for the 
development community

Provide educational events for the development community on 
development and construction practices, and provide at least one event 
targeting green infrastructure practices



Present to kindergarten - college 
students and present at teacher 
workshops

Present on storm water related topics to teachers and students at 
schools and in non-school settings 

Implement more than one 
outreach mechanism to educate 
on a minimum of five storm water 
themes or messages and reach at 
least 50% of the population

Provide education to/support education for at least 50% of the 
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) area population, 
addressing five storm water themes or messages over the permit term 
using at least one outreach mechanism



Educate on each Total Maximum 
Daily Load (TMDL) pollutants 
identified for the MS4

Educate on TMDL Pollutants identified in the permit. Each TMDL 
pollutant must be targeted at least once during the permit term 

Annual Reporting Requirements

Report on each education and 
outreach mechanism

Report the TMDLs and provide an estimate of how many people 
from your jurisdiction were reached for each education and outreach 
mechanism implemented
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The District offers 
educational 
programming because 
it understands the 
importance of reaching 
its youngest audience. 
Owing to ongoing 
COVID-19 restrictions, 
many educational 
presentations held in 
2021 were adapted to be 
held as socially distanced 
events in non-school 
spaces, such as parks and 
libraries, or to be viewed 
on a virtual platform.




