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The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a new Municipal
Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit on April 1, 2021, and a new Ohio
Construction General Permit (CGP) on April 23, 2023. The District is
updating its regulations, specifically Article I, Article Ill, and Article V, to
reflect new or updated permit requirements and restore internal
consistency. The updated regulations must be complete and in place by April
1. 2026, in order for the District to remain in compliance with the most
recently issued EPA permits.

The District's regulations were updated to:

e Meet new TMDL Performance Standards. The regulations are being
updated to address new MCM 5 Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)
performance standards outlines in the 2021 Ohio over other options to
achieve compliance with this new permit. Therefore, the District is
updating its regulations to require project owners to implement Ohio
Construction General Permit Table 4b practices and/or green
infrastructure practices, where feasible.

e Achieve consistency between Articles. Clarifying language was added
into the regulations to achieve consistency between Articles Ill and V.

The recommended updates to draft District Article I, Article Ill, and Article V
Regulations with recommended updated will be posted to the District's
website for a one-month public comment period. You can access the
updated regulations and provide feedback at the following link:
http://www.hcswd.org/documents.html. Please be sure to include your
name, organization and contact information along with your comments. All
comments that include contact information will receive a response from the
District.

For more information about the District or this process, please do not
hesitate to contact us at:

Todd W. Long Jessica Doty

Hamilton County Chief Deputy CDM Smith - District Support Staff
Engineer Lead

Phone: 513-946-4254 Email: Phone: 513-716-6489
Todd.Long@hamilton-co.org Email: dotyje@cdmsmith.com
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In March, the WateReuse Association's

national board approved Ohio's charter to

form a state section at the 2024 WateReuse

Symposium in Denver, Colorado, making Ohio

the first Midwest state to join the national uﬁ'
organization.

The WateReuse Association is a trade VATE REUSE

association that is dedicated to advancing
laws, policy, and public acceptance of
recycled water. They are working towards
aiding and accelerating the natural process
of cleaning the water to make it suitable for
its intended purpose, from irrigation to
industrial uses to drinking.

For more information: News Release: Ohio Accepted into WateReuse
Association

Stormwater Best Practices

A construction entrance is used to reduce the amount of mud tracked off-site
by construction traffic, and must be installed where construction traffic
leaves active construction areas and enters public roadways or areas
unchecked by effective sediment controls. It is also needed where frequent
vehicle and equipment access is expected and likely to contribute sediment
to runoff, such as at the entrance to individual building lots.

Geotextile helps prevent the stone This construction entrance has an
layer from sinking into the ground. added rumble strip for additional
debris collection.

1. Proper installation requires a geotextile fabric and good drainage to
ensure construction site runoff does not leave the site. The use of
geotextiles under the stone helps prevent potholes from developing and
will save the amount of stone needed during the life of the practice.

2. Entrances must be installed as soon as practicable before major
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grading activities commence. The entrance should be at least 14-feet
wide, with #2 stone at a depth of at least 6-inches. The entrance
should be at least 30-feet long at single residence lots and not less than
70-feet at a main entrance for sites disturbing 1-acre or more.

3. Entrances should not be the only practice relied on to manage off-
site tracking as most mud is flung from tires as they reach higher
speeds. Restricting traffic to stabilized construction roads, stone
entrances and away from muddy areas is also necessary.

4. Wheel wash stations may be necessary if a construction entrance is not
sufficient to remove the majority of mud from wheels or there is an
especially sensitive traffic situation on adjacent roads.

5. Check entrances at the end of each day and when dirt and mud are
tracked onto roadways, it is important that you have a plan ready to
go. When possible, use brooms, sweeper attachments, and vac trucks to
clean roadways, as dozer buckets can cause damage to the road
surface.

For more information, refer to the ODNR Rainwater & Land Development
Manual: Soil Stability: Construction Entrance

A beautiful and healthy lawn is a source of
pride for many homeowners, but over-
fertilizing can have negative consequences for
both your lawn and the environment. Applying
too much fertilizer can lead to excessive
growth, which weakens the roots and makes
your lawn more vulnerable to diseases and
pests. Moreover, over-fertilization can have
serious consequences for water quality, as
excess nutrients can run off your lawn and enter nearby waterways, and can
be expensive if used when not needed.

When fertilizer runs off into waterways, it can cause a process called
eutrophication, which is the excessive growth of algae and other aquatic
plants. This can cause a decrease in oxygen levels in the water, leading to
the death of fish and other aquatic life. Excessive algae growth can also
produce harmful toxins that can affect the health of humans and animals
that come into contact with the water.

To prevent over-fertilization and its
harmful consequences, it's important to
apply the appropriate amount and type of
fertilizer to your lawn. The ideal amount of
fertilizer depends on several factors, such
as the grass species, soil type, and climate.
A soil test should be done first to
determine the exact nutrient needs of a
lawn or garden, so the appropriate amount
of fertilizer is applied.
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To further reduce the risk of fertilizer runoff, use slow-release fertilizers
that release nutrients gradually over time, and read the label. Don't fertilize
right before a rain, or within 75 ft. of a stream. This can minimize the risk of
excess nutrients washing away during heavy rainfalls.

By understanding the nutrient needs of your lawn or garden and applying the
appropriate amount of fertilizer, you can promote healthy growth while
protecting water quality and the environment.

More Information:

Fertilizing Best Practices for Residents, Property Manager, & Municipalities

Hamilton County Soil Testing

Upcoming Events

April 5 - September 30

The Soil Your Undies Challenge is a campaign
to encourage people to try soil testing. Plant
your cotton underwear, wait 2 months, and
then dig them up. The more degraded (or
soiled) the undies are, the healthier your soil
is! Launching this Friday, April 5, any
Hamilton County resident can visit our office
and receive a kit to participate in the
challenge. Follow us on social media so you
don't miss all the goofy photos.
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Y7 Y HowTo &l }
Soil Your Undies\(,

Find a spot that has soil you’re curious about.
Plant a pair of 100% cotton underwear
horizontally & around 3 inches deep. Mark the
spot so you don’t forget!

“) = Wait 2 months & then dig them up. What did
“ you discover?

Z » Share your results on social media by tagging
= your photos with #HCCDsoilyourundieschallenge
or fill out the form on our website!

. [If you find your undies weren’t very soiled, then
¥» you’ve got some work to do! Visit our website
for tips on how to improve your soil health or
order additional soil testing.

HCCD Website

April 24-25, 2024

] . The conference will feature traditional 15-
g minute presentations and lightning talk
' ¢ sessions on the latest emerging contaminant
research, policies and outreach in the soil,

water and air. In addition, there will be plenty
of opportunities for discussion and networking
with those interested in all aspects of
emerging contaminants in the environment.

Conference Website

APRIL 24-25, 2024

April 28 - May 1, 2024

The 2024 Snow Conference has
it all, from expert-led snow and
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ice education sessions to an
exhibit floor full of vendors
excited to show you the latest
winter maintenance solutions for
your community.

New for 2024, Snow Conference Photo and Video Contests. With the addition
of the video contest, we’re giving you a fresh format to share all the ways
public works keeps communities safe, connected, and moving forward.

This year’s theme, Show Us Your Heart, is all about showcasing how you and
your team put your hearts into snowfighting each winter.

Conference Website

May 8-10, 2024

OHIO The Ohio Stormwater Conference is
STO RMW ATE R an annual conference dedicated to
advancing the knowledge and
ASSOCIATION understanding of comprehensive
stormwater and watershed
management for those dealing in all aspects of planning, design,
implementation and regulatory compliance. This year’s conference is held at
the Kalahari Resort and Conference Center located in Sandusky, Ohio. The

conference will provide updates on environmental issues, new technologies,
regulatory information and pollution prevention.

The conference is an excellent opportunity to network with other
professionals and to talk directly with vendors who will be exhibiting the
latest technology. All of this is designed to benefit those of us working to
comply with municipal, industrial, and construction NPDES stormwater
permits by helping us keep up with the latest stormwater management
information.

Conference Website

Storm Water District Partner's
Contact Information
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