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NEW! Storm Water District Dive:
SWD Overview

Get to know your Stormwater District! This new section will highlight services
provided by the Hamilton County Stormwater District. Each quarter, we'll

feature Minimum Control Measures (MCMs), review FAQs, or highlight TMDLs.
We'll start with the basics - ​this quarter we'll give a general overview of the

Stormwater District.

https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1103049215812/2b27db3e-2421-49ce-9d7b-18be28f0e386
http://www.hcswd.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JiAjA_C9w38
https://www.hamiltoncountyohio.gov/government/departments/planning_and_development
https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/
https://www.hcswcd.org/
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=2b27db3e-2421-49ce-9d7b-18be28f0e386


Map of Hamilton County SWD Co-Permittees (blue shaded jurisdictions)

Hamilton County Storm Water District (HCSWD/District) was established by
the Hamilton County Board of County Commissioners in response to the
federally mandated phase II stormwater program. This program required
more than 480 local governments across Ohio to apply for a stormwater

permit by March 10, 2003. The District provides the services necessary to
assist the County and its Co-Permittees in complying with the Ohio

Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) Permit. The District serves the County, all 12 townships, and 24
of the 36 municipal corporations within Hamilton County that have elected

to become District Co-Permittees.

HCSWD General Fact Sheet Visit the HCSWD Website

For more information about the Storm Water District, including:
What is the MS4 Permit?
Who runs the District?
Why does stormwater matter?
Benefits of the District
Who should I contact? (also at the bottom of the newsletter)

check out the General Fact Sheet linked above, and browse the website for
even more info.

 

News & Highlights

 

Community Priorities for Ohio River Basin
Restoration and Protection

https://files.constantcontact.com/44f4bd2d001/5eeb9d5e-5aa7-4413-b286-7b489ca9aa62.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.hcswd.org/


The National Wildlife Federation and Ohio River Basin Alliance have
partnered to facilitate 31 community listening sessions for residents of the
Ohio River Basin. These discussions will be used to inform the Ohio River
Basin Alliance's plan to restore and protect the waters of the Ohio River
Basin. The plan is currently being written under the leadership of the
National Wildlife Federation and Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation

Commission.

Full Report 

 

Health Impacts of Floods

Severe floods are often described in
economic terms, but researchers are
recognizing their broader impact on
community health, extending beyond
accidental injuries. Immediate risks
include hypothermia, drowning, and
injuries, with access to rescue and
healthcare often hindered during
unpredictable flash floods and storm-
triggered landslides.

Prolonged health risks involve increased deaths from cardiovascular and
respiratory diseases, mental health issues, and displacement due to
destroyed infrastructure. Flood-damaged buildings can harbor mold and
bacteria, exacerbating chronic conditions and respiratory problems.
Contaminated water from overwhelmed sewer systems spreads disease, and
standing water breeds harmful microorganisms and insects.

For more information, see the sources linked below:

Health Impacts of
Flooding

How Flooding Can Impact Our
Health

 

https://www.orsanco.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-02-12-Community-Priorities-Ohio-River-Restoration-Report.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/20586021/
https://wellcome.org/news/how-flooding-can-impact-our-health


Backed Up:
A History of Cincinnati's Sewage System

In partnership with WVXU's Backed Up Podcast, this new digital exhibit was
released on June 4. Today, wastewater and stormwater treatment is
something we pay someone else to take care of, and is typically 'out of sight,
out of mind' - but it wasn't always that way.

 
Beginning in the early 1800s through our modern
'smart sewer' technology, the exhibit website
features a Storymap, videos, photos from historic
archives, modern interviews, and more. Check
out the website to explore the fascinating history
of Cincinnati's sewer system development and the
social, economic, and public health impacts this
has had on the community in Hamilton County.

Explore - Cincinnati's "Backed Up" Storymap

 

Stormwater Best Practices

 

Silt Fences

A silt fence is a sediment-trapping barrier made up of geotextile fabric and
support posts. The fence is installed down slope of areas where erosion is
expected to occur. Despite its popularity, the ODNR has found that about 75%
of silt fences do not function properly due to poor installation.

Here are some installation tips to ensure silt fences are as effective as
possible:

Follow the contour: Install the silt fence on a level contour at least

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/514673941f4b454c9c3cf11772b47eb3


five feet from the base of a slope to facilitate sediment deposition. The
ends of the fence should be slightly curved uphill to prevent water from
flowing around it. Avoid running the fence up and down slopes, as this
will channel runoff. Instead, use discreet segments along the
topography to avoid overwhelming the system.

Trenching: Ensure at least 8 inches of geotextile fabric is buried below
ground. Without proper trenching, runoff will simply flow underneath
the fence.

Tension and Support: The fabric should be pulled taut between strong
wooden or metal posts spaced 5 to 10 feet apart. Posts should be
placed on the downslope side of the fence. Overlap seams by at least 6
inches at a post for added strength, and consider using wire backing for
extra support.

Backfill and Compact: Fill the trench with soil and compact it to secure
the fence. A silt-fence installation machine, which slices, installs, and
backfills, can simplify this process.

Short silt fence video, produced by the Hamilton County Conservation District Earthwork team.

 

Rainwater & Land Development Manual: 6.3 Silt Fences

 
 

Upcoming Events

 

Soil Your Undies!

April 5 - September 30

https://files.constantcontact.com/44f4bd2d001/e80d7a63-d206-4a22-bf9a-e2f6d49ec079.pdf?rdr=true


The Soil Your Undies Challenge is a campaign
to encourage people to try soil testing. Plant
your cotton underwear, wait 2 months, and
then dig them up. The more degraded (or
soiled) the undies are, the healthier your soil
is! Any Hamilton County resident can visit our
office and receive a kit to participate in the
challenge. Follow us on social media so you
don't miss all the goofy photos. 

HCCD Website

 

Compost Bin Sale

Pickups July 13 & July 23
Pre-order open now

Backyard Composting is an excellent way
to reduce trash going to landfills and
allows you to make your own compost! 

Check out the website to see what is being offered at this community sale.
Because bins are purchased in bulk, compost bins and accessories are offered
at reduced prices.

Pick-ups by appointment only: 
10500 Golf View Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45240  

https://www.hcswcd.org/


Sat. July 13: 9am-Noon
Tuesday July 23: 4pm-7pm

Compost Bin Sale - Orders & Information

 

Stormwater Float

September 19

Join us on September 19th to learn how
developers and contractors are working
to protect local waterways. This day-long
workshop offers PDH hours and reviews
several post-construction BMPs. Event is
hosted on the BB Riverboats at Newport
Landing.

*Early Bird registration opens in July.

Save Local Waters

 

Storm Water District Partner's
Contact Information

 

Phone: (513) 946-4550 Phone: (513) 946-7800 Phone: (513) 772-7645

www.hcswd.org

https://hamilton.compostersale.com/#locations
https://www.savelocalwaters.org/
http://www.hcswd.org/
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