Click here to view as webpage.

Hamilton County Storm Water
District E-Newsletter

HAMILTON COUNTY

Storm Water District

Quarterly News & Updates from your Partners at the
Hamilton County Storm Water District
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Rediscover

To comply with the Small Municipal Separate
Storm Sewer System (MS4) - General Permit,
the Hamilton County Storm Water District

(District) conducts regular stormwater
trainings and pollution prevention and good
housekeeping walkthroughs at all District
and Co-Permittee service garages and
maintenance facilities. During walkthroughs,
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the District educates each facility’s staff on
best management practices to comply with
permit requirements and protect Hamilton
County’s waterways.

In 2023, the District noted that the City of
Deer Park maintenance staff made major
upgrades at their facility since the last
annual walkthrough! The Deer Park staff
made a distinct effort to cover each of their
bulk materials piles to prevent sediment
runoff. They secured funding to buy a new
flammables cabinet to store and protect their
liquid materials, such as gasoline and diesel
fuel. Deer Park staff were also able to install
secondary containment for a waste oil
storage tank that will, in the unlikely event
of a spill, keep leaking fluid from flowing into
storm drains which lead to our waterways.

All of these efforts help to protect stormwater runoff from pollution and
keep our local waterways clean and thriving!

Research has shown that poor air quality resulting from wildfires, such as
from the 2023 Canadian Wildfires which have now been burning for several
months, can negatively impact water quality. These impacts start during the
active burn period of the fire and can last for months to years after the fire
has been extinguished. During active fires, ash and other particulate matter
can pollute bodies of water. After fires, potentially harmful substances can
runoff into surface water after storms, and burned areas are prone to greater




rates of erosion.

As of July 2023, experts from both the Ohio River Valley Water Sanitation
Commission and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency reported that the
Ohio River has yet to see negative water quality impacts from the
atmospheric smoke. While the particulate matter from Canada’s fires is
considered toxic, local utilities that use the Ohio River as a drinking water
source, including Cincinnati water works, report that they have not yet
measured any potentially harmful chemicals in the water as a result of the
smoke.

More Information

If interested in learning more, visit:
https://ca.water.usgs.gov/wildfires/
wildfires-water-quality.html.

Sources:
https://www.yahoo.com/entertainm
ent/wildfire-smoke-affect-water-
quality-023007972.html
https://ca.water.usgs.gov/wildfires/
wildfires-water-quality.html

Stormwater Best Practices

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Director Anne M. Vogel announced that funding is now available to help
communities improve road salt storage and distribution practices in a manner
that reduces salt pollution in Ohio’s waterways.

The H20hio Chloride Reduction Heavy salt runoff is toxic to aquatic life
Grant Program will award a total and can also pollute drinking water

of approximately $1 million in sources, leading to higher treatment
funding to local municipalities costs and infrastructure corrosion.

for equipment upgrades that will



https://ca.water.usgs.gov/wildfires/wildfires-water-quality.html

prevent the over application of
salt on Ohio roads and reduce
the amount of salt running off
into Ohio’s streams, rivers, and
lakes.

“Road salt plays an incredibly
important role in road safety,
but we must also consider the
impact of this salt on the quality
of Ohio’s water,” said Governor
DeWine. “This program will help
local communities apply salt in a
way that effectively treats
slippery roads while also
reducing the amount of salt that
runs off the roads and into the
water.”

Among the items that qualify for funding
are live-edge blades, salt spreader
control systems, brine mixers, and
structural upgrades to salt storage
facilities to prevent ground water
contamination.

Municipalities, townships, counties, and
other governmental agencies can apply
for single grants of up to $75,000
through Jan.31, 2024. The request for
proposals, application materials, and
contact information are available

at epa.ohio.gov.

HZ2Ohio

The Ohio River is a water source to 5 million people, but it is second on a list
of America’s “10 Most Endangered Rivers of 2023” according to advocacy
group, American Rivers. The health of the river is under threat from
increased pollution loads and industrial development in nearby cities. In
September 2022, Environment America Research and Policy Center reported
that nearly 41 million pounds of toxic substances were entering the Ohio
River’s waters, which was a higher amount of toxic chemical dumping than
any other river across the U.S.. While many of these pollutants are regulated
by water quality standards and permits, their combined effects are
potentially harmful to the environment and human health.

What does this have to do with

stormwater? Stormwater often picks up
pollution as it runs over industrialized
land or through urban areas. Taking

steps to decrease pollution in

stormwater could help our waterways.
Communities can invest in stormwater

infrastructure to help reduce the flow of
pollutants into the Ohio River. For
example, green stormwater, such as rain
gardens and planters, can capture and treat stormwater. Individuals can also
help. Think about what chemicals you may be using on your lawns,
driveways, cars, or during your daily life that may end up washing into the
river, and whether or not these can be reduced!

More Information:

Wasting our Waterways (publicinterestnetwork.org)



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..yzrNmrxfFbhiOV1iLY_ZqW23OeunY4uVxfIOnHBJJ9I/s/1806696891/br/233429554982-l
https://publicinterestnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/AME-USP-FG-Wasting-our-Waterways-Sep22-revd-042523.pdf

America’s Most Endangered Rivers® of 2023 Spotlights Human Health and Public
Safety (americanrivers.org)

Water Pollution | Ohio River Issues | Ohio River Foundation (ohioriverfdn.org)
What is Green Stormwater Infrastructure (pennfuture.org)

Upcoming Events

February 15, 2024

The Clean Water Contractor Program was
created to provide education and information
to those in the field seeking compliance with
NPDES permit requirements and reducing
negative environmental impacts, all while
maintaining a profitable job site.

PDHs and Continuing Education credits will

be offered.
Early bird registration coming soon.

Expo Website

April 28 - May 1

The 2024 Snow Conference has
it all, from expert-led snow and
ice education sessions to an
exhibit floor full of vendors
excited to show you the latest
winter maintenance solutions for your community.

CONFERENCEGN
KANSAS CITY, MO

New for 2024, Snow Conference Photo and Video Contests. With the addition
of the video contest, we’re giving you a fresh format to share all the ways
public works keeps communities safe, connected, and moving forward.

This year’s theme, Show Us Your Heart, is all about showcasing how you and
your team put your hearts into snowfighting each winter.

Conference Website
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May 8-10, 2024

OHIOD————7FF—= The Ohio Stormwater Conference is
STO RMW ATE R an annual conference dedicated to
advancing the knowledge and
ASSOCIATION understanding of comprehensive
stormwater and watershed
management for those dealing in all aspects of planning, design,
implementation and regulatory compliance. This year’s conference is held at
the Kalahari Resort and Conference Center located in Sandusky, Ohio. The

conference will provide updates on environmental issues, new technologies,
regulatory information and pollution prevention.

The conference is an excellent opportunity to network with other
professionals and to talk directly with vendors who will be exhibiting the
latest technology. All of this is designed to benefit those of us working to
comply with municipal, industrial, and construction NPDES stormwater
permits by helping us keep up with the latest stormwater management

information.
Conference Website
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