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Storm Water District Dive:
MCM1 - Public Education and Outreach

Get to know your Storm Water District! This section will highlight services provided by
the Hamilton County Storm Water District. Each quarter, we'll feature Minimum Control
Measures (MCMs), review FAQs, or highlight TMDLs.
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This quarter we're reviewing MCM1 - Public Education and Outreach.

The purpose of MCM1 is to develop and implement a public education
program for distributing educational materials to the community and
conducting equivalent outreach activities about the impacts of stormwater
discharges, including steps that the public can take to reduce pollutants in
stormwater runoff.

Public Involvement Coordinator, Sarah Meadows, educates about OEPA electrofishing techniques.

HCSWD MCM1 Fact Sheet Visit the HCSWD Website

District and Co-Permittee Permit Compliance Activities include:
® Media-based Outreach

The District and HCCD develop content and storm water messaging for multiple
internet-based outreach mechanisms, including social media, streaming services,
digital advertising, electronic newsletters, digital educational resources, and
websites. By using these outlets and partnering with other organizations, the
District is able to raise awareness about water quality issues and encourage the
public to change their behavior.

® Education and Outreach Events
The District, through HCCD, provides educational events and presentations to
various audiences, including residents, developers, and businesses. The education
and outreach events focus on themes of general storm water awareness, water

quality, property management, storm water control installation, stream and
watershed awareness, and development regulations.

e Kindergarten - College Education

The District's longstanding storm water kindergarten-college educational program
was developed following state curriculum requirements. HCCD offers in-person
education opportunities to students from all school districts.

Check out the MCM1 Fact Sheet linked above, and browse the website for
even more information.
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News & Highlights

Storm drain labels are small but significant tools
used to raise public awareness about the
connection between storm drains and local water
bodies. Typically, these labels are placed on or
near storm drains with messages like “No Dumping -
Drains to River” or “Only Rain in the Drain.” They
serve as visual reminders that what enters the
storm drains goes directly into nearby rivers, lakes,
or streams without treatment.

By labeling storm drains, communities can help prevent pollution by
reminding residents to dispose of hazardous materials properly. They also
play a key role in environmental education, encouraging responsible
behavior, and fostering a sense of shared responsibility for clean water.
Whether it’s preventing litter or ensuring that fertilizers and pesticides are
used sparingly, storm drain labels are a simple yet effective way to protect
our waterways.

Storm Drain Labeling events are great for
community groups, scouts, and other
groups looking for fun community service
projects! The Hamilton County
Conservation District is looking to host
storm drain labeling events with
communities in the following watersheds

in 2025:

Great Miami River
Muddy Creek
Taylor Creek
Whitewater River
Rapid Run

Mill Creek

For more information about scheduling a Storm Drain Labeling event in your
community, contact Jen Cavanaugh at:
jen.cavanaugh@hamilton-co.org, (513) 946-8035
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The road crews of Cincinnati are taking an innovative step in its fight against
snow and ice this winter by introducing beet juice to its road-clearing
arsenal, which originally just included liquid calcium chloride. Long reliant
on traditional rock salt for snow emergencies, Cincinnati is now joining a
growing number of cities adopting the use of beet juice mixed with salt brine
as an eco-friendly and efficient alternative.

Beet juice, a byproduct of sugar beet processing, is mixed with salt brine to
enhance the effectiveness of road de-icing. Combined, the mixture provides
several advantages over traditional rock salt, including improved melting
efficiency, reduced environmental impact, and cost savings.

Enhanced Melting Power

Beet juice lowers the freezing point of the salt brine, allowing it to
work effectively in temperatures as low as -20°F, compared to
untreated rock salt, which starts to lose effectiveness below 15°F.

Improved Adhesion
The sticky consistency of beet juice helps the salt brine adhere better
to road surfaces, reducing the amount of material needed and
preventing the mixture from being easily blown or washed away. This
property ensures that treated roads remain safer for longer periods
during snow emergencies.

Environmental Benefits
Traditional rock salt can have detrimental effects on the environment,
including soil contamination, plant damage, and harm to aquatic
ecosystems. Beet juice reduces the amount of salt required, mitigating
these issues. Additionally, it repurposes an agricultural byproduct that
might otherwise go to waste.

Cost-Effectiveness
Using beet juice can lead to long-term savings. By enhancing the
performance of salt brine, the city can reduce its overall salt usage and
lower operational costs associated with reapplication and cleanup.
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While the benefits of beet juice are clear, there are some challenges. The
initial cost of equipment to mix and apply the solution is higher than for
traditional salt. There’s also the potential for complaints about the brownish
residue it leaves on roads and vehicles. As Cincinnati braces for another
snowy season, the city’s adoption of beet juice mixed with salt brine
highlights its commitment to innovation and sustainability.




® (Cincinnati Recycling and Reuse Hub
® Great Parks of Hamilton County
® (Clermont County Holiday Lights Recycling

Don't throw away old Event
Christmas lights! Many e Warren County Holiday Lights Recycling
recycling centers ® Cohen Recycling

accept them, ensuring
the copper, glass, and

plastic are repurposed
rather than ending up

in a landfill. Check out
these specialized local
organizations that will
give your festive lights
a second life.

Stormwater Best Practices

As winter settles in, effective snow and ice removal becomes essential not

only for safety but also for protecting our waterways. Here are some best

practices for homeowners to minimize stormwater pollution during colder
months.
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Shovel First

Remove snow and ice manually before applying salt. This reduces the
amount of salt needed and helps prevent ice formation.

Use the Right Amount
Apply salt sparingly - a light coating is often sufficient. Over applying does
not improve effectiveness and increases environmental impact.

Choose Eco-Friendly Alternatives
Consider using sand, kitty litter, or calcium magnesium acetate as
alternatives to traditional salt. These options provide traction without
harming the environment.

Target High-Traffic Areas
Focus on treating walkways, driveways, and steps where slipping is most
likely. Avoid spreading salt on lawns and gardens.

Timing is Key
Apply salt before a storm to prevent ice from bonding to the pavement. This
can help minimize the amount needed later.

Proper Storage
Store salt in a dry, covered area to prevent runoff from rain or melting snow.
Ensure that it's kept off the ground to avoid leaching.

Clean Up After the Storm
After snow and ice have melted, sweep up any leftover salt ans store it for
future use. This prevents pollutants from washing into storm drains.

For more information about managing salt usage and salt's environmental
impact, visit Hamilton County Conservation District's seasonal stormwater

series here.

2025 Upcoming Events



https://www.hcswcd.org/winter.html

May 8-9, 2025

_(O)-stormwater

2025 conference

The 2025 Ohio Stormwater Conference offers a unique opportunity to directly
interact with over 1000 representatives from many organizations, all of whom
have a direct interest in stormwater quality issues and technologies.

Register Here

October 1-7, 2025

Stormwater Awareness Week has grown into a

statewide effort that encourages communities (and the
groups that care about them) to utilize newsletters, social
media posts, and educational events to raise awareness of
how rain water moves through infrastructure and our
environment.

More Information

Clean Streams
Start HERE

Storm Water District Partner's

Contact Information
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